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Summary

This website is dedicated to an informed discussion about the appropriate role of civil society
in the institutions of international governance. It is not meant to be a forum itself. Rather, its
aim is to link existing forums and resources that are scattered over the World Wide Web and
to monitor current discussions. This website is part of an academic project but it is not exclu-
sively devoted to academic reflection. Our aim is to address a wider audience and to collect
voices from many different sources. We therefore link to international organizations, civil so-
ciety networks and discussion groups.

All the web resources included so far are searchable through our constantly growing database.
This database is the specific feature of the website. It is searchable by organization type and
by policy field. In addition, the website features a download area from which users can obtain
texts on civil society participation produced by our team at the University of Bremen and
other NEWGOV members.

The URL is: http://www.civilsociety.uni-bremen.de

User statistics are not available yet.
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A brief guide to online resources and the debate on the web

This website is dedicated to an informed discussion about the appropriate role of civil
society in the institutions of international governance. It is not meant to be a forum itself.
Rather, its aim is to link existing forums and resources that are scattered over the VWorld
‘Wide Web and to monitor current discussions. This website is part of an academic project
but it is not exclusively devoted to academic reflection. Our aim is to address a wider
audience and to collect voices from many different sources. “We therefore link to
international organizations, civil society networks and discussion groups. All the web
resources included so far are searchable through our constantly growing database. f you
would like your organization or discussion forum to be included here please suggest your

link! If you would like to know more about us and our project please click here
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Civil Society Participation atthe WTO — a Cure for its Democratic Deficit?
Steffek, Jens and Ulrike Ehling

Abstract
In this paper we seek to assess whether the existing practice of civil society participation in
the World Trade Organization (WTO) Is mitigating its democratic ceficlt. The first section
briefly presents our conception of ‘democracy’ and how we operationalized it for empirical
research. We then use a parsimonious list of four criteria to evaluate a) the institutional
framework for cooperation between governmental and non-governmental actors as it
developed since the foundation of the WTO in 1984, and b) the de facto practice of
cooperation between organized civil society and the WTO. Qur empirical analysis is
structured along the lines of various types of consultation and outreach activities that the
WTO has organized In recent years to responc to the calls for more public participation in
Partners: world trade governance. As for political content we focus on the trade-related aspects of the
regulation of genetically modified organisms (GMOS) because it 1s a highly contested issue
‘Stootichkelt that mobilized all types of civil society organizations, from business lobby groups to
o advocacy MGOs. The conclusions that we draw from the general overview and the case
o studly are ambivalent. On the one hand, the number of consultative mechanisms in the WTO
has increased remarkably over time, as has the transparency of the formal policy-making
process. On the other hand, we observe that these new mechanisms remain detached from
@ the intergovernmental negotiation processes. Therefore, civil society actors have only a
wery limited chance to impact the formulation of policy propasals, and in fact, mary of them
do not even aspire to do so. They rather see their role in making the general public more
aware of (and more Sensitive to) the manifold consequences that WTO policies have on
peoples' lives all over the world

+Download Added: 02-24-2008

Sponsored by
Civil Society Participation in International Governance: The UN and the WTO

Compared
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Notices
Abstract
Civil socisty participation has become a buzzword 0 the debate about the legitimacy and
accountability of international governance. Many organizations, prominently among them
the Word Trade Organization (WTO), have come under considerable pressure to open up
their policy-making process towards non-state actors. Although the WTO has become more
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